STALEMATE ON THE MADRID  FROST
have been brought right up to Ms headquarters, and we
had to tell our chauffeurs to turn the cars and take them
back past the level crossing in the rear where they" were
effectively out of sight behind a fold In the ground. The
Colonel laughed when he heard how cautiously we had
come, and said, "You were quite right. I have not barri-
caded or cut the road, and if yon had been travelling fast
you would have run right into the Red positions on the
bridgehead."
Not so many weeks afterwards 1 was in the Casa de
Campo when we learnt that a car containing four Spanish
journalists, including the director of the Herald® Hi
dragon and a South American journalist^ had been cap-
tured by the Reds on the road to Pomelo. They had
missed the line of Press cars and,, entering the Casa de
Campo5 had taken the wrong turning with disastrous
results.
A final warning that the roads were not always secure
came in January, when three Press cars were driving from
Avila to the front along the Brunete road. There had
been Red counter-attacks for weeks in that particular
neighbourhood, and several of us evinced surprise that
we should be taken by such a route. However, nothing
happened until we actually arrived at Brunete. There 1
noticed at once that the village was in a state of defence,,
and that two field-guns were pointing straight down the
road along which we had come. We did not stop to make
inquiries but, branching off to the right, continued
towards the safety of Navalcariiero deep behind the
Nationalist lines. On the way we passed two tabors of
Moorish infantry, and when we reached Navalcariiero we
learnt that a minute or so after we had passed the cross-
roads Russian tanks had appeared and had actually held
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